
In the Court of Common Pleas of Franklin County, Ohio 

Division of Domestic Relations and Juvenile Branch 

 

Plaintiff’s Name:__________________   Case No._____________  

Plaintiff’s Address: 

 

 

Plaintiff’s Telephone: _____________   Judge________________ 

v. 

Defendant’s Name:_________________ 

Defendant’s Last Known Address: (required):  Magistrate_____________ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Affidavit for Service by Publication  - 
Parentage

 In the State of Ohio, County of Franklin,____________________, being duly sworn 

states that (s)he is the plaintiff in the above entitled action, and that service by publication 

is authorized by law. Plaintiff further states that the defendant’s last known address is as 

set forth above and that service of summons cannot be made because the residence of the 

defendant is  unknown to the affiant and that the residence of the defendant cannot be 

ascertained with reasonable diligence. 

 

 

      ____________________ 

       Signature of Affiant 

 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this ______day of 

________________, 20__. 

 

 

     _________________________________ 

     Signature of Notary Public/ Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 



SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
 
JUVENILE COURT
 

Custody, Support and Visitation Cases
 
(excluding Parentage Complaints)
 

1. Non-Indigent Plaintiff/Filer
 
Juvenile Rule 16(A) - newspaper publication
 

The affidavit must contain the following: 
1. a statement that service of summons cannot be made because the residence of the 

person is unknown to the affiant; 
2. a statement that the residence of the person cannot be ascertained with reasonable 

diligence 
3. the last known address ofthe party to be served (it is acceptable ifthe last known 

address is the same as the plaintiffs as long as the defendant actually resided at that address). 

2. Indigent Plaintiff/Filer 
Juvenile Rule 16(A) - posting and mailing 

The affidavit must contain the following: 
1. a statement that service of summons cannot be made because the residence of the 

person is unknown to the affiant; 
2. a statement that the residence of the person cannot be ascertained with reasonable 

diligence 
3. the last known address of the party to be served (it is acceptable if the last known 

address is the same as the plaintiffs as long as the defendant actually resided at that address). 

The notice that is posted under Local Rule 18 must contain all the same information as the notice 
that would be published in the Daily Reporter. In addition, the clerk must issue service by 
ordinary mail to the defendant's last known address, address correction requested. The clerk 
must also obtain a certificate of mailing from the USPS. If the clerk you receives notice from the 
USPS of a corrected or forwarding address within the six-week period the notice is posted, the 
clerk shall mail service to the corrected or forwarding address. 



SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
 
JUVENILE COURT
 

Parentage Complaints to Determine the Existence
 
or Non-Existence of the Father Child Relationship
 

Although filed in the Juvenile Court, R.C. 3111.08 provides that these actions are governed by 
the Civil Rules. Service by publication is governed by Civil Rule 4.4(A)(l) and(2). Ifthe 
plaintiff is indigent, Rule(A)(2) governs service by publication through posting and mailing. 
However, the rule only applies to action for divorce, annulment or legal separation. There is no 
provision for posting and mailing in parentage cases. 

Indigent and Non-Indigent Plaintiffs 
Civil Rule 4.4(A)(1) - newspaper publication only 

The affidavit must contain the following: 
1. a statement that service of summons cannot be made because the residence of the 

defendant is unknown to the affiant; 
2. a statement of all of the efforts made on behalf of the party to ascertain the residence 

of the defendant; 
3. a statement that the residence of the defendant cannot be ascertained with reasonable 

diligence. 
4. the defendant's last known address* 

* Although not required to be in the affidavit under the Civil Rule, the notice that is published in 
the paper must contain the "last known address, if any, of the person or persons whose residence 
is unknown." Therefore, the court requires that the last known address be disclosed. It is 
acceptable if the last known address is the same as the plaintiffs as long as the defendant 
actually resided at that address. 
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